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EDITORIAL 


—__~——_—__ 


Rich Man? Poor ManP 
1949! 


The Bible is full of interesting and profitable 
things. Reading it, brings many surprises. The 
best New Year’s wish in all the world is recorded 
in III John, Verse 2. What about a slogan for 
1949? Here is a motto to be posted over every 
door, in every workshop, on each office desk, on 
letter-heads, in the heart! It is a high goal, a chal- 
lenge, the great test of life. It presents an ideal, 
a stirring call, a thorough-going bid for nobler 
living. It is a prayer. It is the Apostle John’s wish 
for his friend Gaius. And what a compliment to 
the man’s religion! It is a very peculiar expres- 
sion. It contradicts all of the world’s standards. 
It reverses men’s valuations. The aged patriarch 
could have expressed nothing higher, no deeper 
concern for the best of which mortal man is 
capable. Being a glorious tribute, it is also a pro- 
found appraisal of life. We say: “Happy New 
Year.” The Apostle wrote: “Beloved, I wish above 
all things, that thou mayest prosper and be in 
health, even as thy soul prospereth’’! 


Here are what may be called the factors of 
wealth: material possessions, physical health, 
spiritual life. The first part deals with externals: 
prosperity in all things. May your dreams come 
true! Do you wish to be financially independent 
some day, to have enough to live on and enough 
to give away for others? It’s a great thing to 
be rich. Is it? There was the Rich Young Ruler. 
There was Barney Benato, the Diamond King. 
People generally get what they set their hearts 
upon in this world. “Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” If he reaps according to 
the law, let him not blame God for the conse- 
quences. If one wants quail bad enough, he will 
get them: let him not complain at the “graves of 
lust.” It is set down in Scripture that the Lord 
gave certain folk on an occasion “their desire, but 
sent leanness ‘nto their souls.” It is simply a 
declaration of fact that “a man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which he posses- 
seth” . . . The writer of this wish then, indicates 
that there is one thing he desires his friend to 
have more than he wants him to possess material 
wealth, or even complete satisfaction regarding 
financial competence. 


The second factor of wealth gives us our word 
hygiene. Here Apostle utters the wish that his 
friend Gaius may have a healthy body, as though 
he said: “I want you to take care of your body.” 
This is a priceless possession,—as only those know 
who have squandered their physical substance. 
Here is a great warning. One may possibly make 
a second fortune; but we do not receive two sets 
of physical equipment. Poverty is not the worst 
kind of suffering in this world, bad as it may be. 
God is concerned about the body,—temple of the 
Holy Spirit! Get out of doors! Have a hobby! 
Hunt; fish; swim. If you have no time to do it, 
take time anyway! Over and again, a missionary, 
who died of the white plague, said: “My sin 
against God is not taking care of my body, when 
I thought I was serving Him.” “Be in health”! 
But don’t make the error of “glorifying your- 
self,” as the press sometime ago advised all to do, 
in a series of articles. The body is but the agent 
of the soul. Remember: “Dust thou art, and to 
dust thou shalt return.” It was a great man 
who said: “I keep under my body.” His figure is 
that of the pugilist who “mauls and masters his 
body, and brings it into subjection.” Some spend 
their health to get them wealth; then, they spend 
their wealth to get their health! Don’t let money 
count too much, nor the flesh,—so says this New 
Year’s wish. There is something more important. 


The third item in true wealth, and its climax, 
is soul prosperity. Don’t despise money: keep 
your physical fitness; but the deepest and most 
abiding and all-important thing is the soul: see 
to that! Those who are super-conquerors are those 
whose souls ride on serene in triumph, though the 
other components of wealth may fade away! 
Nothing is to compare with the eternal, the im- 
mortal, the persisting part of man. Moth and 
rust corrupt; thieves break through and steal; 
our earthly house of this tabernacle is to be dis 
solved; but if and as the soul prospers, if we are 
His, then nothing can really hurt us; and nothing 
worth having is really lost! 


Are you rich man? Are you poor man? Would 
we dare to meet the test—to be as rich only 4 
we are religious? Are our souls as healthy as ou! 
bodies? By the standard of this New Year's wis 
some folk come close to being paupers! Above all 
things “may you prosper and be in health, evel 
as your soul prospers’”—what a test! Can we mee 
it? Rich man? Poor man? 1949! R.F.G. 
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“This Year Also” 
(Luke 13:6-9) 


“Time: the tiny, dark isthmus 
eternities.” 


“Time is a silent wave, for there is no obstacle 
to its flow.” 


In this parable our Lord is pictured as stretch- 
ing His patience with a fruitless tree (life) for 
Another Year. 


between two 


Its lessons are clear, simple, and awful. They 
should strike home to every listening, believing 
heart. 


God Looks For Fruit. He is always looking for 
fruit. We have been redeemed and kept by His 
power for Fruit Bearing. It is wise then to review 
a journey for its lessons and its warnings. It is 
easy for us to forget that at the proper season, 
when it is normal and reasonable to expect fruit 
in our lives, God comes and looks at the tree— 
“seeking fruit thereon.’’ God expects Christianity 
to reproduce itself. It will bear fruit if we will 
just “let”? the light shine through our lives before 
men; if we will speak that word “in season” to 
some heart that is “weary.” A beautiful, Barren, 
life never satisfies our God. 


We Marvel At His Patience. For three years the 
owner came seeking fruit on the tree well planted, 
in rich soil, with favorable surroundings. Each 
year—No Fruit. Has there been a silent Visitor to 
my life and yours through the years? Has deep 
disappointment marked each visit? Has the “Divine 
Imperative” become an old story, well covered 
now by lesser claims? Have we forgotten that the 
“Goodness of God” is meant to bring us “to re- 
pentance’’? 


There Is A Limit. His patience is prodigal, He 
is never slack concerning His promises, He is 
long-suffering to usward. Yet, because He is 
righteous and holy, He declared—‘“‘My Spirit shall 
not always strive.”’ The Bible fairly bristles with 
cases of God’s final dealings with fruitless lives. 
“He that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and that with- 
out remedy” Prov. 29:1. To the barren fig tree 
Jesus said—‘“‘no fruit—henceforth forever.” Matt. 
21:19. To the foolish, unprepared, virgins knock- 
ing late at the door the Bridegroom said—“Verily 
I say unto you I know you not.” Matt. 25:12. 


This Year Also. If our good Father is giving 


us this year also surely we shall make it count for 
Him. Faith and faithfulness in service must mark 
its passing days. We must redeem the time, buying 
up the opportunities. We must live for Him Who 
yielded up His precious life for us. Next year God 
shall be walking in His garden again seeking fruit. 
—S. McPh. G. 





Primary Or Incidental 


The Gospel has social implications and if we 
tfemember these are incidental to the Gospel and 
not the Gospel itself, we are standing on very 
safe ground. 


The ministry of the early apostles was marked 
by “many signs and wonders,” so much so that 
People brought their sick that at least Peter’s 
shadow might overshadow some; but, the record 
shows plainly that this was incidental to the in- 


finitely greater ministry of preaching the redeem- 
ing grace of the resurrected Lord. 


Evangelicals will be wise if they consistently 
recognize that a faithful Christian witness in- 
ve gg ministering to the material needs of man- 
kind. 


Liberals will be equally wise if they recognize 
that such social endeavor is only incidental to the 
infinitely greater responsibility of preaching 
Christ as the only Redeemer of the souls of men. 


A pagan may participate in material aid to his 
fellowman, only a Christian has a message for 
the heart of the sinner. —L.N.B 


“It Was Never There” 


A recent United Press dispatch from Berkley, 
California, made the following statement—“The 
famous ‘missing link’ of man’s pre-historic climb 
towards civilization may be missing simply be- 
cause it never existed.” 





This observation was made by Dr. Richard 
Goldschmidt of the University of California. Dr. 
Goldschmidt’s theory is that man rather than 
having ascended from the amoeba, through the 
ape, may have descended from a “monster.” 


We will not go into the details of Dr. Gold- 
schmidt’s theory and the evidence he thinks he has 
discovered to prove it. 


The point is that scientists have built up a theory 
which is being taught as a fact and this theory is 
still lacking conclusive evidence. That is the 
explanation of the frantic search all over the 
world for the “missing link.” 


It is also the explanation of the ridiculous state- 
ments of finding ‘“‘ape-men,” reconstructed from 
a single, or a few scattered bones. A true scientist 
recognizes that among men today there are freaks 
of nature, men with malformed skeletal struc- 
tures, who if excavated in years to come could 
well be classified in the same way. 


The agnostic had to find an explanation for 
man and his presence in this world. He denies 
God and naturally turns else where for this 
explanation. 


Bewildered Christians, reading the text books 
being taught everywhere today, in which repeated 
statements are made which have no basis in estab- 
lished scientific fact, retreat into belief in 
“Theistic evolution” and fail to challenge a theory 
which at its very foundation denies the God of 
creation. 


We once heard a prominent preacher state, 
“The theory of evolution is as well established as 
the law of gravitation.” Many scientists believe 
this to be true but, on questioning, admit that 
conclusive proof is still lacking. In fact, holders 
of this theory have been confounded by finding 
fossil remains in just the opposite order necessary 
for confirmation. 


We confidently believe that teaching the theory 
of evolution as an established fact, and the de- 
structive attitude to the Bible which has resulted, 
followed in turn by its effect on the lives of 
individuals, has been the greatest single source of 
spiritual and moral decline in our generation. 


Altho he presents another fantastic theory in- 
stead, it is refreshing to hear a scientist say to- 
day—“The ‘missing link’ is missing because it 
never was there.” —L.N.B 
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The Vicarious 
Atonement 


Webster defines vicarious as follows,—“‘Acting 
on behalf of or as representing another; as, a 
vicarious agent. Performed or suffered by one 
person with results accruing to the benefit or 
advantage of another; substitutional, as a vicarious 
sacrifice.” 


Isaiah foresaw the suffering Messiah as also 
the Savior of sinners and wrote, “But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 


Paul preached the same gospel of the substi- 
tutionary atonement. “Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us. 


In Hebrews we find again,—‘“‘But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that He by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man.” 


And Peter writes, “For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.” 


In theological circles reference is often made 
to the “‘various theories of the atonement.” Pres- 
byterians have a Confession of Faith, based 
squarely on the Bible, which affirms in words 
unmistakably clear the great doctrine of the vi- 
carious atonement—that Christ Jesus our Lord 
died as our substitute. We are not dealing with 
a theory, we are confronted by a fact.—L.N.B. 


In Memoriam: 1948 


One good year has just passed away. It is gone 
and cannot return. Its days are largely just a 
memory. 





What did we do with the precious time allotted 
us? That is a haunting question. Time lost can 
never be regained. Gil Dodds, who holds the world’s 
record for the mile at a fraction over four minutes 
and five seconds, tells how he lagged a whole sec- 
ond once in a race. He was able to make up three- 
fifths of that second but not the remaining two- 
fifths. Time, he says, is measured not merely in 
days but in moments and fractions of moments. 


The Christian is ever conscious of having “come 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). But he 
is also conscious of cleansing grace that blots out 
the wasted sinful moments of the past. “The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin” 
(I John 1:7). 


So, after confession of past failure is made, it 
is only the present and future that matter. 1949 is 
upon us. How shall we use it? The only way for 
the Christian is by “redeeming the time” (Ephe- 
sians 5:16). To redeem the time means to buy it 
back from waste by paying the price of disciplined 
yielding to the Spirit of God. 


No one knows what will happen in 1949. Rela- 
tions with Russia have a dark question mark over 
them. Atomic weapon research is a frightening 
menace. Yet the Christian knows he can trust the 


— 


Lord Jesus Christ who is “‘the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever’ (Hebrews 13:8). His major 
concern, then, is to trust and obey from moment 
to moment and God will make the new year for 
him abidingly fruitful. —C.N.W. III. 


The Vine And The Branches 
By G. Coleman Luck 


One of the simplest and yet most effective fig- 
ures used in the New Testament to illustrate the 
relationship between Christ and the Christian is 
that of the vine and the branches. This figure js 
found in John 15, and speaks particularly of 
fruit bearing. 





The vine represents the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
says: “I am the true vine.” Notice the word true. 
In the Old Testament Israel is pictured as the 
vine (Ps. 80:8), but, sad to say, this vine bore 
fruit for self rather than for God. “Israel is an 
empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself” 
(Hos. 10:1). But where the nation failed, the 
Saviour, who came forth from that nation, won- 
derfully succeeded. So He is the true vine. Re- 
member that life and power come only from this 
vine, and union with Him is essential. 


The branches refer to those who believe on 
Him: “Ye are the branches.” The goal of the 
Christian is to bear fruit for Christ—even as the 
branch does for the vine. “Every branch in Me 
that beareth not fruit He taketh away.” God is 
patient, but non-productive branches will eventu- 
ally be removed from this life. “Every branch 
that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit.’’ Sometimes God sends 
trials and testings to fruitful Christians in order 
that, by this pruning, they may be prepared to 
bear more fruit for Him. 


But our Lord goes on to speak of the possibility 
of bearing “much fruit” and so glorifying the 
heavenly Father. This is done only by abiding 
in Christ. This, He says, is achieved by hearing 
His words and by keeping His commandments. In 
this same passage our Lord also tells what the re- 
sult of such abiding will be—prayer effectual, 
fruit perpetual, and joy celestial. 





The Church At Prayer 


Every sincere Christian is concerned about the 
present drift away from the Faith and its ex- 
pressions in the Christian Life, within the vari- 
ous Church organizations of our day. One of 
these expressions is the life of prayer, personal 
prayer and group prayer. This has been a living 
characteristic of Christian faith from New Testa- 
ment times until now. So much so that the 
decline of a vital prayer life is an abnormality 
which is disturbing to those who are concerne 
about the future of the Christian Faith. Mid- 
week Church suppers and entertainments and 
lectures are no substitute for the prayer meeting 
that is an “hour of power.” And rituals of formal 


worship will not bring the revival the Church 
needs. 


We know that there are churches with prayer 
meetings of spiritual power. We know that they 
stand in the New Testament tradition since the 
prayer meeting at Pentecost. But in too many 
churches it has become a formality, with but 4 
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few faithful souls attending, sensing that some- 
thing tragic is happening to this instrument 
which was in other ages so mightily used of God’s 
Holy Spirit. When a Church begins to lose its 
sense of responsibility for the ministry of inter- 
cession, its glory is departing, and with it goes 
the sense of joyous accomplishment associated 
with the presence of the Holy Spirit in power. 
People come to speak of such churches as “dead,” 
coldly formal, without any heart-warming meszage 
or mission. Sinners are not attracted to them, 
because they instinctively feel that such a Church 
does not have the answer. Having a name tv live 
they are dead, and “Ichabod” might well be written 
over their portals. Recreation is slowly being sub- 
stituted for intercession, as men become lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God. 


We plead for all the members in our churches 
who believe in intercession to become more con- 
cerned for the maintenance and revival of the 
hour of prayer. Cooperate with your minister to 
make this meeting a real time of spiritual blessing. 
If you are too few for an audience, begin a prayer 
circle. Intercede for your fellow members and by 
example, exhortation, and spiritual perseverance 
seek to enlarge the circle until God honors such 
faithfulness with mighty results. How we need to 
come to grips with the real situation in our world, 
in our communities, in our churches and homes. If 
we cannot find objects for earnest intercession in 
these realities, then we need first to ask God to 
open our eyes to see, and our hearts to care. 


The success of a prayer meeting is not depen- 
dent on numbers. It is dependent upon a hunger 
for God’s Word, a desire to be used of Him, an 
eagerness to grow in the grace and knowledge of 
Christ, a passion for His glory and His Kingdom. 
But what if these are lacking? We must pray for 
them. And how better than together, and in His 
Name, undergirding one another in the fellowship 
of prayer? Can we have a revival without paying 
the price in prayer? —The Church Herald. 


“We’re Going To Hell” 
By W. P. McGarey, D.D. 


Lee’s Summit, Mo.—As a married couple and 
their small son were silently walking along the 
street in front of me, the man suddenly exclaimed, 
“I’ve gotta have another drink!’”’ and turned back 
toward the center of town. 


Unable to dissuade him, his wife turned to go 
with him and the small boy holding to her hand 
asked petulantly, “Where are we going?” 


" ae mother replied bitterly, “We’re going to 
e Sa 


I thought of that incident again when I read 
recently about a woman coming home from a 
party and telling her little daughter’s nurse: “We 
gave Vickie some beer. She got drunk. She was 
awfully cute.” 


When the criminally negligent mother was re- 
proved by her brother-in-law, she replied that 
she would “raise her child on whisky and let others 
do it on milk.” She also—yes, and her child with 
her—was as certainly “going to hell” as the ones 
who turned back for one more drink. 


.Last night I heard an evangelist say, “There 
will be hundreds of daughters in hell with their 
mothers, cursing their mothers for bringing them 
there!’”’ Believe it or not, it’s the truth! 


By our indifference we condone intemperance. 
We talk of revenue when principles of right are 
at stake. We concern ourselves with profit when 
virtue is in danger. We weigh cargoes against 
principles, revenue against integrity, and income 
against the fear of God. Thus we commit treason 
against our souls, our children, and our God. 
“We’re going to hell!’ 

—United Presbyterian. 





—— 








Motion Pictures - The Theatre 
And The Christian 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 
Elder In First Presbyterian Church 


Jackson .. 


The motion picture industry is one of the very 
few in which licentiousness and lack of moral char- 
acter are no bar to success. 


_A resident of Los Angeles once took me on a 
sight-seeing tour through one of the beautiful resi- 
dential sections where many of the famous movie 
stars live, and he remarked that there was more 
immorality in that residential section than in any 
other in America. Many of the screen stars who are 
idolized by the movie fans have been married and 
divorced and remarried so many times that one 
'S prompted to quote that little jingle: 


“Twinkle, twinkle, movie star, 
I wonder now whose wife you are.” 


From such an industry, what kind of movies can 
you expect, considered from a moral and a religious 
‘iewpoint? While it is true that some good movies 


- Mississippi 


are produced, it is equally true that much that is 
very bad is presented for public entertainment. In 
a surprising number of films purity is scoffed at, 
adultery and divorce are treated lightly, social 
drinking and gambling are made to appear glamor- 
ous and sophisticated, drunkenness is shown as 
something humorous, and Protestant ministers are 
often portrayed as pious and naive milk-sops (but 
you can rest assured that no Catholic priests are 
ever so represented—the Roman Catholic Church 
has seen to that). 


The tendency toward indency and immorality in 
the movies was so strong in past years that, in 
1922, Will H. Hayes, a Presbyterian elder, was ap- 
pointed “czar” of the motion picture industry in 
answer to the public’s demand for movie censor- 
ship, and in his work he received the support and 
cooperation of the major film companies. After 
the Hayes Office failed to accomplish all that had 
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been expected of it, the Roman Catholics organized 
their National Legion of Decency in 1933 in an 
attempt to improve the movies. Unlike earlier 
efforts in this direction, the Roman Catholic 
pressure was exerted at the industry’s most vul- 
nerable spot—the box office; for the movie pro- 
ducers are interested primarily not in elevating 
morals but in making money. While the Legion 
of Decency has accomplished some things, it very 
definitely has not cleaned out permanently the 
Augean stables of the motion picture industry. 


The problem of maintaining decency and morality 
in the entertainment world did not arise with 
the movies; it existed in the theater long before 
motion pictures came into being. In discussing the 
theater, Dr. William Evans, Ph.D., D.D., the emi- 
nent Bible teacher, in his fine little book entitled 
The Christian: His Creed and Conduct (Moody 
Press, Chicago), has written: “That the theatre 
cannot be supported by moral plays is the testi- 
mony of managers themselves, who excuse the 
wrong by saying that the public demands it. I do 
not believe that there is a theatre in the world 
today that can be supported and sustained or 
put on a paying basis except by the introduction 
of immoral plays. A strictly moral play is scarcely 
ever put upon the stage by the management... 


“Rabbi Wise, as reported by The New York 
Tribune, said recently: ‘The stage ought to be -an 
uplifting agency. It is far from it. It makes for 
degradation, for absolute moral rottenness. I wish 
to God our skirts were clean, and that there were 
fewer Jews to blame. The managers seem to vie 
with one another in producing the most degrading 
things, and they insult us by implying that we 
want such stuff, and that you and I don’t want 
to see a clean play. I indict the theatres as they 
are today. I don’t care if every manager is a Jew 
—they are all heathens. I indict those who are 
pandering to vice, whether Jew or Christian. It is 
the debasement of the nation. And it will remain 
so until you say, ‘We will not go near your the- 
atres.’ Is not our moral life insulted by what we 
see on the stage today?’... 


“The theatre presents its patron with wrong 
views of life. Its plays are based on and portray 
the infelicities and unfaithfulness of married life, 
escapades and clandestine marriages are made to 
appear heroic, domestic tragedy is laughed at, 
and religion is ridiculed. Its characters are un- 
real, its teachings are pervertive, its morals are 
subvertive. Moral license and liberty seem to be 
awarded, consequently the patrons of the play 
come away with those ideas, some, yea, many, to 
put them into practice... 


“There is no use trying to reform the theatre. 
Garrick, Macready, Booth, Irving tried it, and 
signally failed; the church of the middle ages 
tried it, and it ruined the church. Where shall the 
reform begin? From the inside? That has been 
tried as we have seen, and has proved to be a 
failure. From the outside? How can that be when 
the managers say that the outside public is re- 
sponsible for the immorality of the theatre by de- 
manding immoral plays? Not reformation, but 
abolition is the remedy.” 


These paragraphs from Dr. Evans’s book were 
written some years ago. But they as accurately 
describe conditions as they now exist in the theater 
and in the motion picture industry as if they had 
been written yesterday. 
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Hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions, of 
young people crowd the movie houses each week, 
many of them often attending several times each 
week. Did you ever wonder what the effect upon 
them is, from a spiritual viewpoint? Many Chris. 
tians, after giving prayerful consideration to this 
matter, have themselves stopped patronizing the 
movies. 


May I give a word of personal testimony at this 
point. There was a time when the movies were one 
of my favorite forms of entertainment. Back in 
high-school days I habitually attended several times 
each month, and occasionally several times a week. 
Some of the films which I saw had no effect at 
all upon me. But many of them, especially those 
featuring Rudolph Valentino, John Gilbert, John 
Barrymore (who once remarked: “I’m totally with- 
out religion”) and some of the famous Hollywood 
sex queens of that day, had a very rotten effect 
indeed upon my thoughts, my ideas, and my feel- 
ings. In these films nudity was often displayed, 
sexual suggestiveness was paraded, and love scenes 
involving long and passionate embraces were de- 
liberately drawn out. Such movies seemed designed 
to pander to one’s lower nature and baser in- 
pulses. Their influence and effect upon me per- 
sonally were decidedly bad. 


As I neared the conclusion of my high-school 
days, I started to take a keener personal interest 
in Christian activities. And for the first time | 
began to try to select the movies to which | 
should go. During my college career I continued 
this selective process (but in spite of my efforts, 
some of the scenes in the films which I saw had 
a strong downward pull upon me). After college 
graduation, I became still more interested in Chris- 
tianity, and I was even more careful than before 
in selecting the films to which I should go. Con- 
sequently, by this time I was not attending very 
many movies, for I was determined to attend 
only those shows which appeared to be perfectly 
all right. 


Then in March of 1937 I heard that fine 
Christian layman, the late Captain Reginald Wallis, 
formerly of the British Army, speak for the Lord. 
I immediately bought one of his books, the one 
entitled The New Man (Loizeaux Brothers, Bible 
Truth Depot, New York City). In its chapter on 
Amusements I suddenly came face to face with 
this paragraph concerning the theater and the 
movies: “A Christian may endeavor to satisfy his 
own conscience by attending good shows only, but 
his ‘weaker brother’ knows that he attends the 
theater, and argues, ‘If so and so goes then it! 
quite all right for me.’ He fails to make the same 
discrimination, however, between the good play 
and the bad play, with serious results. The fact 3s, 
we Christians are our ‘brother’s keeper’ in a Very 
real sense, and therefore possess a moral Ie 
sponsibility’.” 

That passage hit me squarely between the ey¢ 
Right then and there I did some praying, and it 
was not at all the first praying that I had done 
about the matter. It did not take me long to decide 
what the Lord’s will was for me in this; in Mare 
of 1937, at age 28, I reached a final decision, a! 
once and for all I stopped patronizing the movie 
And in the years which have passed since th! 
time, I have never regretted this decision. As I do 
not live in one of the large metropolitan centels 
naturally the theater was not a pressing problem 
with me, but the same decision relative to th 
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movies applies also to the theater in so far as I 
personally am concerned. 


The late, oft-quoted Dr. Maltbie Babcock, D.D., 
was once offered the use of a box at the theater, 
on whatever occasions he might wish to use it, by 
a wealthy lady in his congregation. Dr. Babcock 
thanked her very graciously for her kindness but 
stated that he would be unable to accept the gen- 
erous offer. For, he said, as a minister of the 
Gospel he occupied a peculiar position which de- 
manded that he be unusually careful in certain re- 
spects. Just as a surgeon had to take great pre- 
cautions and wear sterile garments when perform- 
ing an operation lest the patient receive some in- 
fection because of the surgeon’s carelessness, so 
the Christian minister must take unusual care to 
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prevent anyone’s stumbling in a spiritual way 
because of the careless conduct and example of 
the minister, he stated. 


And in this matter of example the burden of 
moral responsibility rests just as heavily upon 
every born-again Christian layman as it does upon 
every Christian minister. 


It is the custom for devout Roman Catholics 
to consult carefully the opinion of the Legion of 
Decency before deciding whether or not to attend 
any particular motion picture. 


Should not all devout, born-again Christians go 
one step further and earestly ask the Lord in 
prayer if it is His will for them to attend any 
motion picture or theater productions whatsoever? 








Presbyterian Law Concerning 
Marriage and Divorce 


By Rev. J. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 


University ... Mississippi 


During the three years I was in the Army I 
performed more weddings than in the other ten 
years since ordination. I have always adhered strict- 
ly to the law of our Church on this subject, but 
the Army experience forced me persistently to 
re-study that law in order to be completely sure 
of my ground both when I decline to solemnize 
a marriage as well as when I decide to proceed 
with the ceremony. 


So many poignant cases arise in which both 
sentiment and a certain ill-advised judgment urge 
that a marriage should be permissible, but in 
which the law of God decrees otherwise. There 
is, for instance, the case of the pregnant girl by 
whom the man wants to “do the right thing,” but 
may not because he has been divorced from his 
former wife for no other reason than that he and 
she were “incompatible” (whatever that means). 
Then there is the situation in which a sincere and 
honest man is in love with a penitent girl who in 
a moment of weakness provided her husband with 
the Scriptural ground for divorce. A marriage, 
however, cannot take place because the woman 
was not the “innocent” party in the law-suit. 


We Protestant clergymen are constantly re- 
minded of the sanctity of the vows of matrimony 
and the care which should be taken to insure 
the validity of the marriage, by the presence and 
practice of the Roman Catholic priests with whom 
Wwe are in daily friendly contact. To them, as it 
should be with us, the plans for a wedding are not 
to be hastily made, but well considered, patiently 
Investigated, and maturely deliberated. All too 
often the Protestant couple, expecting to be 
married within the hour, takes offense at the 
Minister’s questions. One prospective bride-groom 
remarked to me, “I thought that it made no dif- 
terence to a Chaplain’! It required good humor 
and forbearance to explain to him that there 
Was no conceivable national emergency which could 
Suspend the laws of God and nature. 


For these reasons, as well as others, I have 
thought it fitting to study our law concerning 
Marriage and divorce in detail and prepare a 
schematic outline of it. It may help other clergy- 


men—military and civilian alike—to clarify the 
cases which come before them. I am aware, of 
course, that some ministers rationalize their vio- 
lations of our law on the ground that “the couple 
was going to get married anyway, so the wedding 
might as well be blessed by the Church.” The 
simplest answer to that is once more to reiterate 
that law is law and that no violation can be justi- 
fiable. But, secondly, it should be remembered 
that, even if the couple is going to be married 
in any event, the Church’s banner does not have 
to be hauled down and dragged through the mire. 
The outline follows. 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States 
lays down definite principles derived from Holy 
Scripture regarding marriage and divorce. From 
these principles certain rules flow inevitably and 
logically, and are incumbent upon every Presby- 
terian minister when he is called upon to solemnize 
a marriage. These rules are not subject to private 
interpretations, but are the law of the Church, 
and adherence to them is requisite. The purpose 
of them is not to offend or embarrass anyone 
unecessarily or to inflict an unjust judgment, but 
rather to serve as a restraint upon sin and to 
uphold the honor and dignity of the Church, the 
Body of Christ. These rules, contained in the 
Bible and authoritatively interpreted in the West- 
minster Standards, may be summarized in the 
form of an answer to a question: In what cases is 
a Presbyterian minister not permitted to perform 
the marriage service? 


I. He may not solemnize matrimony between a 
baptized evangelical Christian and one of the 
following: an infidel (that is, a Jew or a Moslem) ; 
a Roman Catholic; an idolater; one who is no- 
toriously wicked, whatever religion he may pro- 
fess; or anyone who maintains a damnable heresy 
(such as polytheism, anti-Trinitarianism, Pelagian- 
ism, denial of the Atonement, denial of the dual 
nature of Christ, etc.). References: I Cor. 7:39; 
II Cor. 6:14; Confession of Faith, XXIV, III. 


A Presbyterian minister must therefore ascer- 
tain the religion and character of the two parties, 
both of whom must be regularly baptized mem- 
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bers of recognized evangelical Protestant or Ori- 
ental Orthodox communions. 


II. He may not solemnize matrimony between 
parties related within the forbidden degrees of 
kinship. The degrees recognized by the Westmin- 
ster Standards (see Confession, XXIV, IV, espe- 
cially the proof-texts) are enumerated in Le- 
viticus 18:6-18 and 20:11-21, and may be con- 
veniently outlined as follows: 


A man may not marry his natural grandmother 
or step-grandmother; his natural mother, step- 
mother, or mother-in-law; his natural aunt or 
aunt-in-law; his natural sister, half-sister, step- 
sister, or sister-in-law; his natural daughter, step- 
daughter, or daughter-in-law; his natural grand- 
daughter or step-granddaughter; or his niece or 
niece-in-law. A woman similarly may not marry a 
man related to her in the corresponding degrees. 


These are the degrees of kinship within which 
marriage is positively forbidden in Scripture. 
Western Christendom has by “just and necessary 
consequence” deduced the following additional 
forbidden degrees—a tradition which one branch 
of the Church should hesitate to abandon: 


A man may not marry his foster-grandmother 
or grandmother-in-law; his foster-mother; his fos- 
ter-aunt or step-aunt; his foster-sister; his foster- 
daughter or step-daughter-in-law; his half-niece, 
foster-niece, or step-niece; or his foster-grand- 
daughter or granddaughter-in-law. A woman simi- 
larly may not marry a man related to her in the 
corresponding degrees. 


A Presbyterian minister must therefore also 
ascertain the relationship of the parties, if any, 
for no such marriage can “ever be made lawful 
by any law of man, or consent of the parties...” 
(Confession of Faith, XXIV, IV). 


III. A Presbyterian minister may not solemnize 
a marriage if one, or both, of the parties is in- 
capable of making his own choice (Confession of 
Faith, XXIV, III; Directory of Worship, XIII, 
366); or is under age, unless the minister has 
been previously appraised of the consent of the 
— or guardians (Directory of Worship, XIII, 
66). 


IV. A Presbyterian minister may not officiate 
at a secret or surreptitious wedding (Directory, 
XIII, 368, 369); nor at one which is bigamous or 
polygamous (Confession, XXIV, I; Directory, 
XIII, 365); nor at one to which one, or both, of 
the parties does not freeiy consent (Confession, 
XXIV, III; Directory, XIII, 366, 367). 


V. A Presbyterian minister may not solemnize 
matrimony between parties, one, or both, of whom 
is divorced, except in the case of adultery after 
marriage, in which case the innocent party only 
may secure a lawful divorce and marry again 
(Confession, XXIV, V, VI). In the case of such 
wilful desertion as cannot be remedied by civil 
or ecclesiastical authority, the innocent party may 
secure a lawful divorce or separation, but there 
is no certain indication that he or she may be 
— to marry again (Confession, XXIV, 


In either instance the decision of the civil 
courts may not be automatically accepted as an 
indication of the necessary facts in the case, be- 
cause other grounds than the Scripturally per- 
missible one may be assigned or approved in the 


oo 
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court of law, or by collusion or an irregular & 
cision the innocent party may be named as th 
offender. 


In any case the individual minister may not de 
cide the issue because all the facts may not bp 
available to him and because he is not clothe 
with proper authority to re-try it. Presbytery 













alone has the authority necessary to decide such} r% 
cases, ordinarily through its Committee on Divore)y wit 
and Remarriage, to which the question should hp plain 
submitted for investigation and decision; extra.) nog 
ordinarily, the power of evangelist may be use)" 
to re-try the issue. If the parties are unwilling a e 
to accede to this procedure, it is the duty of th} Th, SE 
minister to decline to perform the marriage cere. B ines, 
wing Phave i 
VI. According to some scholars, there seems tf can gi 
be a Scriptural injunction that a minister of th} 
Gospel may be married only once (I Tim. 3:2;— Am 
Tit. 1:6). A second marriage (after the death off the re 
the first mate), technically called digamy, is§ in its 
clearly permissible for all those lay-folk for whonf writer 
a first marriage has been lawful, but not (if thisffin the 
interpretation is true) for a clergyman. A Pres of thi 
byterian minister should therefore make a special J seen.” 
study of these Biblical passages referred to before § suppli 
consenting to solemnize such a marriage. judgm 
t giv 
Conclusion oe 


In closing, this suggestion is worthy of atten § Ye 2° 
tion: it might be well to revive the old custom of 
“publishing the banns.” For centuries that has In | 
been the law of our mother-church, the Kirk of Fults 
Scotland. And although it is observed almost # The f 
entirely in the breach rather than in the per fof sp 
formance, it is actually the law of our Church. hardly 
The Directory of Worship, XIII, 368, states that Pino on 
“the purpose of marriage should be sufficiently Bthe we 
published a proper time previously to the solemn Fiwe tr 
zation of it.” The maintenance of the rule would F find t 
tend to prevent hasty and ill-considered marriages, F about 
give the minister time to make the necessary #but m 
investigations and, if need be, an opportunity to Pwith : 
instruct the parties in the obligations and religious some 
significance of the solemn covenant made it Fthe e 
Holy Matrimony. God h 
works 
tached 
“power 
vaffect 








John Bunyan’s Conversion 


“Now I was sick in my inward man, my soul was 
clogged with guilt; now also was my former ef Th, 
perience of God’s goodness to me quite taken ou! Bnoedy 
of my mind, and hid as if they had never been o Boouiq 
seen; now was my soul greatly pitched betwee? Bpoljiay, 
these two considerations: Live I must not! Die! Boyce, 
dare not! Now I sunk and fell in my spirit and Bit ;, , 
was giving up all for lost; but, as I was walking Bayctiy 
up and down in the house, as a man in a most Bw.) 
woeful state, that Word of God took hold upon my apostl 
heart: ‘Ye are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.’ But oh! 
what a turn it made upon me! Now was I awakened 
as one out of some troublesome sleep and dream; § Thi 
and listening to this heavenly sentence, I was as if Bare t 
I heard it thus spoken to me: ‘Sinner, thov Bthe p 
thinkest that because of thy sins and infirmities! Bduce 
cannot save thy soul; but, behold, my Son is by mé, BThis ; 
and upon him I look, and not on thee, and shall to lea 
deal with thee according as I am pleased with him. Jha chi 
At this I was greatly enlightened in my mind an Bot q, 
made to understand that God could justify a sine! Bas he 
at any time; it was but his looking upon Christ and [Bare g, 
imputing of his benefits to us, and the Word W2 Bis th. 
forthwith done.” —John Bunyal. teady 
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A young fellow at the university was entangled 
‘with the collegiate fallacy that thought can ex- 
‘Wy plain anything. He wished to explain faith. He 
"was disturbed because he could not put his hand 
‘Pion its roots. He might have learned better. The 
Jeourse in psychology named several faculties that 
‘the spirit of man uses but does not understand. 
"There is the faculty of memory. You see what it 
"P does, but not how it works. You have it or do not 
have it. So little is known of its roots that nothing 
"can give a good memory if it is weak. 


3:2 Among these faculties that work for us out of 
h off the reach of explanations is faith. It is a power 
, sf in its own right. You can watch its results. The 
hong writer to the Hebrews gives a couple of them 
this in these wondrous words; “Faith is the substance 
res of things hoped for; the evidence of things not 
ecial seen.” Here are a couple of favors it confers. It 


‘supplies the mortar that cements experience and 
‘judgment into the structure that is used by hope. 
‘It gives substance to things eternal; it gives them 
body while we do not yet see them. It produces; 
ten § Yet no one can explain its singular power. 


has In this way, faith is like electricity, whose re- 
k of Fsults are seen, although its nature is unknown. 
most § The flash through storm clouds that span a mile 
per- of space, or the flash in a cylinder that can 
irch B hardly be seen, touch off great explosions, but 
that fino one knows the make-up of electricity that does 
ontly F the work. It operates in a hundred ways for us and 
mii- F we trust its work. But no one has been able to 
ould § find the first fact about its existence. A few laws 
ages, B about its activity are known and they are used, 
ssaly F but men can go no further into its nature. So it is 
y 0 f with faith. It works in several ways, some wise, 
gious Fsome unwise; but it works with power. It touches 
e ifthe enormous forces of the Almighty God; for 
God has opened the way for this use of it. And it 
works at times in very injurious ways, when at- 
tached to improper objects or persons. It is a 
power. A man only scorns his own soul when he 
1 was affects to scorn faith. 








The worthy reply to its work is that which a 
needy man voiced when Jesus asked him if he 
could believe in the Savior’s power. “Lord, I 
ie | believe; help thou mine unbelief.” The lag of faith 
le | Ptouses regret and alarm. When worthily attached, 


/< it is one of the most pleasant, powerful and pro- 
“ ductive talents a man finds among his faculties. 
a ell may we say, with the conviction of the 
oe | apostles, “Lord, increase our faith.” 

! 
fer Its Advantages 


reall; § This is the faculty God allows us to use if we 
as if Bare to attach ourselves to the Redeemer and to 
thot Bthe powers that God bestows through him to pro- 


ties | duce heavenly favors for earthly and eternal life. 
Pal This is the faculty that opens the way for a man 


‘o leave the common run of humanity and become 


a a child of God, with the privileges of the family 
d ant Hof God. This is the faculty that sustains a man 
— a he tries the ways of Christ in his career. “Ye 
fen are saved by faith; and that not of yourselves; it 


is the gift of God.” What a gift to find in us, 
jan. Brady to work. 
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: FAITH 


+ By Willis Thompson 
e - 


It is a gracious thing in God to make it the 
channel of His favors, rather than some of the 
other traits that mark a man. It would not do to 
select education as the channel of blessing; for 
it takes leisure, money and certain gifts to get 
an education. The gospel’s power must be so 
simple that “a wayfaring man, though a fool can 
read” and grasp it. 


It would not do to make the power of godliness 
depend on information; it changes too rapidly. 
Science itself, which boasts of accuracy, has put on 
a new garb two or three times in recent genera- 
tions. It is startling to notice what learned men 
believed a scant hundred years ago about medi- 
cine, chemistry, physics. Theories that men were 
sure of, have been shelved by later scientists. 
Knowledge is not a fixture. We may be thankful 
Wwe are not required to use it as the tie that 
attaches us to God’s kingdom. 


Nor are riches the channel of blessing. Indeed, 
it is harder for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, said Jesus to an astonished apostle, who 
thought that riches insured the steps by which a 
man made sure of heaven. They often prove to 
be the producer of traits that degrade and squander 
the powers of body, mind and spirit, for people who 
have money slip into idleness and vainglory and 
pierce themselves through with many sorrows in 
their relationships with other men. So it is a good 
thing we do not have to rely on our investments 
in our favors under God. 


Faith may use money well, just as it may use 
knowledge or education well or any other benefit 
we win; but faith rises above them all as the bond 
that God selected as the tie to use when our re- 
lation to Him is made good. 


Nor does a man need any special, personal emi- 
nence to be able to associate with God. God has 
given us a world that does very well with few 
eminent people. We do not need many presidents, 
vice-presidents, governors, generals, admirals. A 
man may have towering gifts as a manager or 
director, but it does not one thing for him in 
God’s kingdom beyond that of which you read 
occasionally, when such a man has insight and 
honesty; his high place shows him that it takes 
far more than managerial capacity to hold good 
movements on earth together; he begs the prayers 
of men, to back and sustain his efforts; for all 
flesh is grass and all the goodliness thereof is as 
the flower of the fields; the grass withereth; the 
flower fadeth; but the word of God abideth.”’ Faith 
has thrown its bright light on the eminent man’s 
activities and revealed important facts. 


Its Use And Misuse 


It is for reasons like these that faith is honored 
widely among men. Everywhere you see its work, 
it is revered. The only admirable thing we find 
in those who follow an unworthy cause is the faith 
that attaches them to it. The hopeless sufferer, 
with faith in some absurd remedy, gets our pity 
because of the faith he shows. In reading the 
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diary of the infamous Goebbels, we are impressed 
with the fact that this man, who had kindly feel- 
ings for no one on earth, was still bound by an 
amazing faith in his leader, Hitler. It is about the 
only thing we admire in him; and it is extolled by 
us, because faith always seems a noble thing. 


Much more appealing and honorable is the faith 
that is tied to Christ. When the apostle tells us to 
be able to give to every man a reason for the 
hope, or faith, that is in us, he invites us to a de- 
lightful and easy plan. Nothing is more reasonable 
than faith in the revealed will and plan of God 
who made us and supplies us undeniably the best 
and greatest in the range of human life in Christ. 
We can launch forth confidently on it, using the 
aids given to us by God. 


There is a rash faith, of course. You hear people 
say, “Well, I have faith,” not giving its object. 
The reply is this; “Who authorized it? Where is it 
attached? Who told you of it? What are your 
reasons? Faith in what?” For faith is not a play- 
ing, subject to human whims and guesses and con- 
veniences. Its worth depends solely on the object 





——— 


or person to whom it is attached. The apostles 
who healed a man at the temple gate were asked 
how they did it. They replied that they did not do 
it. “Christ’s name, by faith in His name, hath 
made this man whole in the presence of you all,” 
Christ, with all that name stands for, is the source 
of the favor. And faith in that Name did the 
work. 


Recently a girl was tested for certain unusual 
powers of vision. She had not only the common 
power that we all have of detecting the rays that 
make light; she had the power also to pick up the 
X-rays which penetrate flesh. There are over fifty 
sets of rays beside the small group used by the 
human eye; and the girl could perceive at least one 
additional set of these vibrations. It is a singular 
power, confined to her and perhaps a few others, 
It is not unreasonable, as X-rays exist. But the 
power of faith is not limited in this narrow way. 
It is a general power. Men are born with it. It 
operates everywhere, often fixing itself to wrong 
objects; but it works. And this is the valuable 
ingredient that must be mixed with hearing in 
order for the gospel to profit us. 


_-—- 





Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Jan. 23: Jesus And The 
Preparatory Ministry Of John 


Scripture: Matthew 3; Luke 3:1-23a; 7:18-35; 
John 1:19-34. Devotional Reading: Luke 1:59-67, 
76-80. 


Elijah and John the Baptist were very similar. 
In the 17 Chapter of Matthew when the disciples 
asked Jesus as they were coming down from the 
Mt. of Transfiguration, “Then why do the scribes 
say that first Elijah must come?” He replied, 
“Elijah does come, and he is to restore all things; 
but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and 
they did not know him, but did to him whatever 
they pleased. So also the Son of man will suffer 
at their hands.’ Then the disciples understood that 
he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. 


There is one very striking difference as to what 
is written about these two men. While we are told 
in Luke a great deal about the birth of John, 
Elijah comes upon the scene suddenly as a flaming 
prophet of the Lord. 


There are several Extraordinary marks about 
John the Baptist which we wish to discuss: He was 
an Extraordinary Child; an Extraordinary Man; 
an Extraordinary Preacher, or Prophet. 


I. An Extraordinary Child: Luke 1:59-67, 76-80 
(Devotional Reading). 


Many of the great men of the Bible were ex- 
traordinary children, and were overshadowed by 
the supernatural. This is the case with John. If we 
read the full account of his birth as we find it in the 
mg chapter of Luke we see many evidences of 
this. 


An angel appeared to Zechariah his father while 
he was performing his duties as a priest in the 


temple and told him that his wife, Elizabeth, would 
have a son in answer to his prayers, and that her 
son would be a marvellous child: 


“And you will have joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth; for he will be great before 
the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong 
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother’s womb. And he will tum 
many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, 
and he will go before him in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 


Zechariah was skeptical, and as a rebuke and 
punishment, he was stricken dumb until the birth 
of the child. 


When the baby was born and they were dis 
cussing a name for him, he asked for a writing 
tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” Immedi- 
ately his tongue was loosed and he broke forth in 
praise and prophecy. He concludes this poetic out 
burst (Verses 76-79) as follows: “And thou, child, 
shalt be called the prophet of the Most High; for 
thou shalt go before the Lord to prepare his way’, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people i 
the forgiveness of their sins, through the tender 
mercy of our God, when the day shall dawn upon 
us from on high to give light to those who sit m 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide ou 
feet into the way of peace.” 


“And the child grew and became strong i 
spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the day 
of his manifestation to Israel.” (R.S.V.) 


Having such a birth and childhood, it is ™ 
pel that he became such a leader of man 
Child. 
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the best Christian atmosphere. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


A college for women with the highest educational recognition which earnestly seeks to maintain 


Its enrollment for September, 1949, is already advanced. Applicants should file papers early. 
A competitive contest with important awards is offered each year. 


For Information Address: President J. R. McCain 


GEORGIA 








II. An Extraordinary Man. In the eulogy of John 
spoken by Jesus in Luke 7 we find him saying 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to be- 
hold? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did 
you go out to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? 
... A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. I tell you, among those born of 
women none is greater than John.” May we note 
some of the marks of his greatness: 


1. He was great in his Simplicity. Our life has 
become so involved in these modern days that we 
are apt to confuse greatness with this complexity. 
John the Baptist lived ‘“‘The Simple Life.” His Home 
was the wilderness—the open air—and what 
natural protection he could find. He did not even 
dwell in a tent, as far as we know. His dress was 
camel’s hair and a leather girdle; neither the 
finery of courts, or the ordinary dress of peasants. 
His food was locusts and wild honey. 


Would we not be better off today without many 
of the luxuries and elaborate “trimmings”? Were 
not the pioneers who came to America greater 
in many respects than their prosperous and pam- 
pered descendants? At any rate, while we enjoy 
our modern conveniences, let us never think for 
a moment that greatness is dependent upon these 
things. As has been said, a great university can be 
a log with a real teacher on one end and a real 
student on the other. Simplicity is often the com- 
panion of superiority. 


2. He was great in his Humility. He describes 
himself as “a voice in the wilderness.” 


He disdains the very idea that he is the Christ, 
‘I am not the Christ.” 


When preaching about the “Coming One,’ he 
says that he is not worthy to stoop down and un- 
loose His sandals. 


_ When they tried to make him jealous by report- 
ing to him that the crowds were leaving him and 
following Jesus, he made this classic and char- 
acter revealing statement; “He must increase, and 
I must decrease.” 


If, as many believe, Humility is the crowning 
grace of the Christian, then John’s crown is a very 
luminous one. 


3. He was great in his Courage. He manifested 
this in facing the people and leaders, and soldiers 
and telling them plainly of their sins. 


He showed it in a conspicuous way when he re- 
buked Herod for his sin of having his brother 
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Philip’s wife, thus incurring the wrath of Herodias 
and his subsequent death. 


John the Baptist, like John Knox of Scotland, 
“Never feared the face of man.” He might have 
said, as Marshall Foch is reported to have said, 
“T fear God; I fear nothing else.” 


III. An Extraordinary Preacher. Jesus said that 
he was a prophet, and more than a prophet. 


His all-important business was to “Prepare the 
way.” There were rough places to be made smooth; 
high places to be levelled off; low valleys and 
marshes to be filled; crooked places to be made 
straight, before the “Way” was fit for the King, 
the Messiah. 


To prepare the way, literally, for a king in those 
days, was no easy task. Roads were in bad shape, 
and the king had to travel in royal style, as 
befitted his position and office. 


To prepare the way, spiritually, for THE KING, 
was = work of this extraordinary preacher and 
herald. 


His constant and heart-searching theme was 
Repentance. To repent means to change the mind 
about fundamental things and it is not easy to 
get sinners to “change their minds”: to change 
their minds about SIN, especially, for the unre- 
generate man loves sin. The repentant man must 
hate and loathe it. To so preach that men will ex- 
perience this change of mind and heart is the 
work of a Spirit-filled man, for the Holy Spirit 
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must bring about that change. John was such a 
man. 


There must also be a change in the life; men 
must bring forth works meet for repentance. When 
the multitudes, the tax collectors, the soldiers 
asked, “What shall we do,” they got an answer 
“straight from the shoulder” from this fearless 
preacher. 


But John did not stop with Repentance: he 
preached CHRIST. I, indeed, baptize with water, 
but He that cometh after me shall baptize with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire. He preached Christ as 
“The Lamb of God’’; as the King; as the Judge. 


John had great success as a preacher: there was 
magnetic power in him, and multitudes came to 
hear and heed. 





Lesson For Jan. 30: The 
Temptation Of Jesus 


Scripture: Luke 4:1-13. 
James 1:1-12. 


“Tempted in all points like as we are, yet with- 
out sin”. Our faithful and merciful High Priest 
was really “One of us.” 


Devotional Reading: 


The enduring of “trials,” or “testings,” and also 
temptations, makes us stronger. “Yielding is sin,” 
and yielding makes us weaker so that we cannot 
stand future temptations. 


God never tempts to evil: He sometimes tests 
His children, as Job and Abraham were tested. 
Satan tempts to sin; also as James tells, “each 
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed 
by his own desire.” 


Jesus could not be tempted in this latter manner 
because His desires were without sin. Our in- 
herited sinful natures give a starting point for 
temptations from within, but Jesus did not have 
our sinful desires or sinful nature. 


So the temptations of Jesus had to come from 
the great adversary in person, just as the temp- 
tation of our first parents. The serpent came to 
Eve in the garden of Eden with his questions and 
lies; he came to Jesus in the wilderness. There is a 
striking difference in the setting and circumstances 
surrounding the two temptations. Eve had every 
advantage—a beautiful home full of all that her 
heart could desire to eat, and to make life happy; 
Jesus was in a wilderness; He had fasted for forty 
days, and was hungry; He was with the wild 
beasts. The angels, however, ministered to Him. 


Another thing to remember is this: these temp- 
tations were not all that Jesus had to face; they 
were samples, so to speak. Luke tells us that Satan 
left Him for a season, or “until an opportune 
time.”’ One of these “opportune times’ came when 
Peter said, “Not so, Lord, this shall never be to 
Thee,” and the Master replied, “Get thee behind 
Me, Satan.” 


Let us consider the lesson in this simple way: 
(1) The Facts, (2) The Meaning, (3) The Method 
used to combat them. 


I. The Facts, or, the Temptations in themselves. 
Three temptations are given, the order slightly 
different from that of Matthew. (See Matthew 
4:1-11.) 


The first one is the suggestion by the devil that 
He command these stones-or this stone—to be 


—= 


made bread. It begins with an “If”. If thou be 
the Son of God. Jesus replied, It is written, man 
shall not live by bread alone but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God. (Deut, 
8:3). 


In the second, the devil takes Him up into a 
high mountain and shows Him all the kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of them and promises to 
give these to Him if He will fall down and worship 
him. Luke records the saying of Satan that all 
these are his and he can give them to whomsoever 
he will. Paul calls Satan the god of this world, 
and John says that the whole world lies in the lap 
of the evil one. God has permitted the devil to have 
a good deal of authority on earth. Some day, how- 
ever, his rule here will be over. 


In the third the devil quotes Scripture, since 
Jesus has rebuffed him by quoting from the Bible, 
and says, “for it is written.” He tries to persuade 
Jesus to cast Himself down from the pinnacle 
of the temple. He was equally unsuccessful, for 
Jesus answers with another verse, ‘‘thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.” 


II. The Meaning back of these Temptations. 
Just as the serpent in the Garden of Eden was 
very subtle and had back of the temptation a 
meaning which belied the simple suggestion to 
Eve, so in this case, these temptations reached 
back to most important and fundamental laws in 
relation to our attitude toward God. 


1. The first temptation seems to be one to Doubt, 
or Unbelief, or Mistrust of His Father, and per- 
haps, of Himself. 


If thou art the Son of God. If you really are 
God’s only and well-beloved Son, then why not 
exercise your supernatural power and _ provide 
food for this hungry body. 


Satan’s first attack on Eve was to implant Un- 
belief, or Doubt in her mind, for he asked, “hath 
God said’? 


Unbelief is the deadliest sin of all and unbelief 
in Jesus both as to His Sonship and His Father’s 
loving care for Him would have been fatal. The 
whole Plan of salvation was hanging in the bal- 
ance. As a man, our Savior was to rely upon, and 
trust, His heavenly Father. 


Modern unbelief takes the same forms: it 
doubts the Deity of our Lord, and it doubts our 
heavenly Father’s care. 


2. The second temptation might be called a 
temptation to Disloyalty. Jesus put it thus in the 
Sermon on the Mount: No man can serve two 
masters—ye cannot serve God and mammon. 


Jesus came to do the will of His Father; to 
gain the kingdoms of the world through His atoning 
death on the cross. Satan suggests an easier way; 
just be a traitor, go over to the enemy, who al- 
ready had the world largely in his control; join 
forces with him and these kingdoms would be His. 


Many a man has been a traitor to God, his con- 
science, and country, for less than Satan promised 
Jesus. 


Is not this one of the subtlest and strongest 
temptations? A whole section of the Christian 
Church has been a traitor to her Head—the Lord 
Jesus Christ—and has selected and crowned 4 
man as Pope. Were our fathers who wrote the 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE LESSONS 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1949 


A COMMENTARY ON THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS FOR CHRISTIAN TEACHING 


SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY VOLUME 
By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 


For seventy-five years the name “Peloubet’” has been a house- 
hold word in the church world. Although the founder, Dr. 
Francis N. Peloubet, has long since passed on, this publication 
still carries his name, and that name is a guarantee of its ex- 
cellence. 


In the present volume, Dr. Smith’s immense scholarship mar- 
shals the learning of the Christian world before one in grand re- 
view. The fifty-two lessons for the year are treated with schol- 
arly Scriptural interpretation from the evangelical viewpoint; 
apt illustrations add human interest and help make the applica- 
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Confession of Faith wrong when they called the 
Roman Pontiff the Anti-Christ? Is he not certainly 
a type, at least of The Anti-Christ? 


3. The Third Temptation was to Disobedience, 
or presumption. 


“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” To 
throw Himself from the pinnacle of the temple 
would have been presumption, and direct dis- 
obedience to the command cited above. It would 
have been a spectacular display of power for the 
enhancement of His own glory. 


It would seem to be almost the opposite extreme 
of the first temptation: one was to doubt; the 
other to presume. To seek for the power of healing 
in order to increase our prestige, or popularity; to 
seek some supernatural gift, like the gift of speak- 
ing with tongues just to “show off” and make 
ourselves superior to our fellow Christians, would 
seem to fall in this catagory. We once saw an 
exhibition in a church which made us feel like 
those there were yielding to this allurement. 


We, as God’s children, are to neither Doubt or 
Presume, but to simply “Trust and Obey.” 


III. The Method Used By Our Lord to Overcome 
Temptation. He wielded the “Sword of the Spirit,” 
Which is the Word of God. As Bunyan so well says, 
“If a man has the arm to wield it, and the skill 
to use it,” he can put any adversary to flight. 
Jesus had the arm to wield it, and the skill to 
use it, for He knew the Scriptures. 

When the devil tried to use the same weapon, 
€ miserably failed, and our Savior with another 
thrust of the Sword, put him to rout. We need 
to know more than just a verse here and there; 
we must be acquainted with the whole counsel 
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of God, and understand its full scope and mean- 
ing. “A little learning is a dangerous thing,” if 
that little is acquired for the purpose of bolster- 
ing up some pet theory, or to excuse some pet sin, 
or to be used for wrong purposes. We have known 
men who knew enough Bible to argue, but not 
enough to be saved. If you take verses out of their 
context, or fail to see the background or author 
of what is written, you can “prove almost any- 
thing,” for the Bible gives the words of wicked 
men and of Satan himself. We are to “rightly 
divide the Word of Truth,” and compare Scrip- 
ture with Scripture. The fool says in his heart, 
there is no God, and Satan says that “all a man 
hath, he will give for his life,” and the heathen 
philosopher, “let us eat and drink, for tomorrow 
we die,” as quoted by Paul. When the Bible is 
taken as it should be, and rightly understood and 
interpreted, there is never contradition or con- 
fusion. The Holy Spirit Who is the real Author, 
is its best interpreter. 


Just as Jesus overcame through Prayer and the 
presence of the Spirit, and the use of the In- 
spired Word, so we can overcome. 
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Young People’s Department 


Young People’s 
Vesper Topics 
Jan. 23: Did You Know You 
Had A Grandchild_ 


This program written by W, E. Garrison, student 
at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Introduction 

Our Presbyterian work in Brazil is the ‘‘mother”’ 
of Mission work in Portugal—the latest addition 
to the Presbyterian Family. Two Brazilian mis- 
sionaries are already on the field! Here in our 
own Presbyterian Church U. S. we are trying to 
get a worker and put him on the field as soon as 
possible. The workers in this new field will face 
great difficulties, and we must uphold them with 
our earnest prayers. 

Several Foreign Mission Boards, including our 
Presbyterian Church U. S., are working together 
to reach seven million Indians living in the Andes 
mountains of South America. The evangelization 
of this field represents a great task, and the life 
will be dangerous, but the reward for the worker 
will be unsurpassed anywhere. 


The Andes Mission, started at Picalqui Farm, 
will minister to both the bodies and souls of pagan 
Indians as a beacon light of hope in a dark world 
of misery and unhappiness. The Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., is called upon to furnish one medical 
missionary couple as our part of the staff in the 
United Andean Indian Mission. Pray that this 
couple will soon be found and sent to this field 
so desperately needing them. 


Scripture Lesson 
1. The need for laborers, to obey Christ’s com- 
mand. Matthew 24:14; Matthew 28:19; Mark 
13:10; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47. 


2. Christians are responsible to: (a) Pray that 
God will raise up missionaries: Luke 10:2, Mat- 
thew 9:37-38. (b) Pray for those who are mis- 
sionaries: Romans 15:30-32, II Corinthians 1:11. 
Pe Show our love by our gifts. II Corinthians 


3. Let us search our hearts and find God’s 
commission to us: John 20:21; Ephesians 3:8; 
Hebrews 5:4. 

Suggestions 

As you use the program outlined in Presbyterian 
Youth find a place for a brief discussion of the 
question, ‘“‘What do keathen peoples need most?” 
Remember that they need education, medical help, 
training in agriculture, industry, and business. 
But suppose we give them all this help and fail 
to give them a knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
what will be the results? 


As you use the suggested Scripture make it 
apply to every young person in your group. Con- 
clude with a challenge to full time service in the 
Kingdom. 
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Reprint of article by Chalmers W. Alexander 
now available in folder form at $1.00 per hundred 
postpaid. Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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“The Voice Of The Federal 
Council Of The Churches Of 
Christ In America Speaks For 

Your Church And You” 


By L. E. Faulkner 


Elder In First Presbyterian Church 
Hattiesburg ... Mississippi 


If you are a member of the Presbyterian Church 
U. S. (Southern Presbyterian Church) then the 
voice of the Federal Council speaks for your church 
and you by the authority of our General Assembly. 
The foregoing statement is based on an official 
declaration of the Executive Committee of the 
Council, made under date of March 25, 1947. 
This statement may be found in the pamphlet, 
“Present Policies of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America,” on Pages 5 and 8, 


It is true that a very small percentage of the 
twenty-eight million church members of the twenty- 
five different church denominations that are af- 
filiated with the Federal Council have the faintest 
idea of the economic, political, social and racial ac- 
tivities and objectives of the Council. Very few 
of the more than 600,000 members of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church and very few of the 
more than 46,000 elders and deacons of our church 
are aware of the fact that the Council, through 
its Executive Committee, is committing more than 
3,500 Southern Presbyterian Churches to economic, 
political, social and racial objectives that are 
contrary to the Constitution of our Church. Many 
of these objectives are enemies of the individual 
competitive enterprise system and our republican 
form of government. I should be glad to furnish 
those who are interested with documentary evi- 
dence to prove the foregoing statements. 


It is interesting to note from the 1931 Minutes 
of our General Assembly the fact that and 1 
quote: “The minority report of the Standing Con- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, recommending that 
the Assembly withdraw from the Council was 
adopted by a vote of 175 to 79.’”’ The very next 
year after withdrawing from the Council the 1932 
Minutes show there were overtures from nine 
presbyteries asking renewal of relations with the 
Federal Council. The Minutes of the Assembly of 
1934 show by a vote of 170 to 79 that the As 
sembly declined to re-enter the Federal Council. 
The Assembly voted to re-enter the Council in 
1941 and the very next year there were overtures 
from seven presbyteries asking the Assembly to 
sever its relation with the Federal Council. 


No one can successfully deny the fact that the 
Federal Council of Churches has been active as 4 
“political action committee’ and as a “foreign 
policy making organization.’”’ No one can success- 
fully deny the fact that the Federal Council of 
Churches encourages regimentation, planned and 
managed economy and certain forms of national 
socialism. All of these enemies of our present eco- 
nomic system are to be found in FEPC legis 
lation, President Truman’s proposed Civil Rights 
Program, minimum wage legislation, social plan- 
ning and control of the credit and monetary sys 
tems, the extension of Old Age and Survivors In- 
surance System and legislation guaranteeing fu 
employment, which have been officially endorsed 
7 the Executive Committee of the Federal Coul- 
cil. 
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The powerful voice of the Federal Council has 
spoken for our churches through the Céngressional 
Record and before many House and Senate com- 
mittees in Washington. At a recent meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Council, at which 
our church was not represented, the Council voted 
to approve a statement made on July 23, 1948 by 
Charles P. Taft, President of the Council, per- 
taining to a meeting of our legislators in Wash- 
ington. ;Mr. Taft’s statement commended the 
report of the President’s Committee on Civil Rights 
and stated, and I quote, ‘‘While the Council sel- 
dom takes a position with regard to technical de- 
tails of legislation and certainly does not consider 
lobbying as one of its principal activities .. .” 
In this statement which was approved by the 
Executive Committee of the Council there seems to 
be no question but that Mr. Taft admitted that 
one of the activities of the Federal Council is 
“lobbying.” The official records of the Council 
show that the officers of the Council, speaking 
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officially for the Executive Committee, have done 
exactly what Mr. Taft has admitted to be one of 
the activities of the Council, even though he 
believes it is not one of the Council’s principal ac- 
tivities. In the face of this fact, the Washington 
office of the Council is sometimes spoken of as 
“merely a listening post.” In the Council’s budget 
for 1948 they have shown an item of $17,500 for 
maintaining the so-called “listening post” in Wash- 
ington. 


On page 202 of the 1947 Annual Report of the 
Council, under the subheading “Requested for 
1948” it shows that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church was requested to contribute $16,000 
towards the Council’s budget of $600,000 one-half 
of which comes from the church denominations 
and according to the Council’s formula would re- 
quire, “approximately one-sixteenth of one per 
cent of the denominations’ ‘giving for all purposes,’ 
rt) alee to the United Stewardship Council in 








Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





Church Woman's Calendar 
January 1949 


January 1: New Year’s. 

January 1: Throughout the Month, Foreign Mission 
Study Season opens. 

January 30: Opening day of Week of Prayer and 
Self-denial for Foreign Missions. 

Circle Topic: Bible Study, “The Church and Its 
Heads.” 

Suggested Bible reading: Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, I and II Thessalonians, I and _ II 
Timothy, Titus, Philemon. 

Monthly Emphasis: To be presented in Circle 
meeting. Foreign Missions. (See Guidebook For 
The Presbyterian Women, Pages 28,29.) 

General Meeting: Theme, “Bringing the World 
into Our Home.” (See Guidebook, Page 29.) 
Special Business: Appointment of Nominating 
Committee. Checking on work to bring all to 

completion by March. 





Five More Countries Will 
Learn To Read 


Dr. Frank C. Laubach, noted pioneer mission- 
ary educator, will leave New York City by plane 
December 28 for Bangkok, Siam, where he has 
been invited by the Siamese government to spend 
ten weeks initiating a nation-wide literacy cam- 
paign, according to an announcement made re- 
cently by the Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference at 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


The invitation was forwarded by the Siamese 
government’s Department of Education and consti- 
tutes the first time a westerner has been invited 
to head a campaign of this kind, the announce- 
ment revealed. American missionary groups and 
UNESCO, United Nations education organization, 


= aepeaate in the campaign, the announcement 
added. 








Dr. Laubach will be accompanied by his son 
Robert, who will serve as business manager and 
reporter. The literacy team also will include two 
artists, Mr. and Mrs. Philip Gray, of Boulder, 
Colorado, who with local workers will devise and 
construct literacy lessons. 


Instruction of key personnel in the use of Dr. 
Laubach’s literacy methods and a_ promotional 
tour utilizing radio, newspapers, and other mass 
media will be part of the campaign, it was re- 
vealed. 


The campaign will be aimed at the forty-five 
per cent of the population unable to read or write, 
the announcement said. The Siamese language, 
reported to be one of the most difficult to learn, 
will be translated by Dr. Laubach into simple 
charts utilizing the association of pictures, words, 
and syllables. Dr. Laubach’s phonetic method, 
which has been used successfully to teach 162 
languages, relies on the depiction of ideas and 
word sounds through pictures of familiar objects, 
it was explained. 


The literacy team also will visit India to aid 
in the initiation of a five-year drive against that 
country’s low literacy rate of eighteen per cent. 
The campaign will be sponsored by the National 
Christian Council, composed of all major Protes- 
tant groups, and by national and provisional 
literacy committees. The seven months tour will 
be completed with literacy work in Australia, 
New Guinea, and Korea. 

—Missions Public Relations Bulletin. 





Sin Has Many Allurements 
By Miss Emma Tenney 


It is said that a young woman reasoned with 
the late Rev. Dwight L. Moody, world evangelist, 
that dancing makes one graceful, and Rev. Moody 
instantly replied, “I would rather have grace in 
my heart than grace in my toes.” 
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Do we know what became of the attractive 
dancing little daughter of Herodias, who danced 
so prettily that the great king and his friends 
were charmed with her, to the effect that the 
king offered to give her anything, to the half of 
his kingdom? And how many modern mothers 
could have withstood pride, in having such an at- 
tractive little girl as that? But we are told that 
“God smiteth through pride.” And can we say 
that the little girl was so beautiful and attractive 
that she surely went to Heaven? I fear not for 
the same little, attractive girl, in company with 
her wicked mother, became a murderess (murder- 
ed the great man John the Baptist) and we are 
told in God’s Word that “they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” (See 
Gal. 6:21). 


Friends, I urge you, in the name of Christ, the 
Saviour of the World, to hold your attractive little 
girls and promising boys back from the allure- 
ments of sin and death. 





Wings For The Soul 


Things I Wish I Had Known 
Before I Was Twenty-one 


That my health after thirty depended in a large 
degree on what I put into my stomach before I 
was twenty-one. 


How to take care of money. That a man’s habits 
are mighty hard to change after he is twenty-one. 


That a harvest depends upon the seeds sown. 

That things worth while require time, patience, 
and work. 

That you cannot get something for nothing. 

The value of absolute truthfulness in everything. 


The folly of not taking older people’s advice. 

That what my mother wanted me to do was right. 

That “Dad” wasn’t an old fogy after all. 

=“ the helpful and inspiring messages of the 

ible. 

The greatness of the opportunity and joy of serv- 
ing a fellowman. 

That Jesus Christ wants to be my Saviour and 
Friend. —Moody Monthly. 





An Experience In 


Soul Winning 


Some years ago, when Pastor in a town of some 
four thousand it was customary for the men of 
the town to be on business streets at evening time 
(after supper). I took advantage of that and my- 
self walked the business streets for an hour Satur- 
day evenings, when I could say a word about 
church services tomorrow. 


I had heard that a young dentist, just out of 
Dental College, was locating in our town. I met a 
stranger on the street that evening as he walked 
leisurely. I spoke to him and he was that dentist. 
I asked him if he was a Christian. He said he did 
not really know. I backed him against a brick wall 
of a store to talk him into the Church by way of 
Christ. When we were separating he told me he 
would be at Church tomorrow and make his pro- 
fession of faith. That was all joy. But here is the 
sad thing. He told me: “This is the first time in 
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Fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. 
Presbyterian. Founded 1867. Liberal Arts. Sci- 
ences. Business. Education. Four types of Schol- 
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my life that anybody ever asked me to be a Chris- 
tian.” 


That a young man could be born and reared in a 
town of Churches, go through college in a town of 
Churches, go through Dental College in a city of 
Churches, and no one ever asked him to take Christ 
for his Lord, this I call a tragedy. 

Our Session received him next morning, he soon 
married a lovely girl in a distant city, she joined 
his Church, and in our congregation there was a 


happy, faithful family; they were worth much to 
us. 





KEPT 


“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in 
Thee.”—Isaiah 26:3. 


Divinely kept in Perfect peace! 

While all around is much despair, 
For the guns of war never cease, 

And few there are who seem to care! 


O Wondrous peace! O joy Divine! 

Of all who journey here below, 

Why should this blessed peace be mine, 
While many little comfort know? 


Is it, my heart’s now “stayed on Thee?” 
Oh, who would not trust such a One— 
Who keeps in peace on land or sea, 

And giveth “sleep” when life is done! 


Yes, Lord, my “mind is stayed on Thee— 
Love Incarnate, Thou Perfect Friend! 

Yet I know not, I can not see, 

Why such Peace to me Thou dids’t —_ en 
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Church News 


The Retirement Of 
Dr. Homer McMillan 


In accepting Dr. McMillan’s resignation as 
Executive Secretary, as fixed by the rules of the 
Assembly, the 1944 General Assembly requested 
the Executive Committee of Home Missions “to 
make the widest possible use of Dr. McMillan’s 
time and talents by continuing him in some ca- 
pacity where his long experience, capable and ef- 
ficient leadership and proven administrative 
ability, together with the confidence reposed in 
him by the whole Church, will be of very great 
he to the Church at large in its Home Mission 
ask.” 


The Executive Committee was happy to comply 
with this request and during the past four years 
Dr. McMillan has served effectively and gracious- 
ly as General Secretary, being elected each year 
for one year at a time. The automatic rule adopt- 
ed by the 1945 General Assembly (see Paragraph 

















147, Book of Church Order) terminated this happy 
relationship and made it necessary for Dr. Mc- 
Millan to retire from the active service of the 
Executive Committee, September 1, 1948. 


The Executive Committee at its October 1948 
meeting adopted the following statement of ap- 
preciation concerning Dr. McMillan’s outstanding 
service to the Home Mission cause: 


“Time, in its relentless march, has brought us 
to another change in the life and work of this 
Committee, a change that brings sadness to many 
who, through the years, have come to think of 
Home Missions when the name of Homer Mc- 
Millan was mentioned. 


“Since 1906 Dr. McMillan has been a growing 
part of the work of this Committee; forty-two 
years of indefatigable service; forty-two years of 
tireless and inexhaustible labors for the cause to 
which he had dedicated his life; forty-two years 
of ministering to mankind through the channels 
of missions; until his name has been so thoroughly 
identified with Home Missions that the name and 
the cause are inseparable. Now that he is re- 
tiring to well-earned rest, the rest and peace and 
quiet that he has not been permitted to know for 
these long years, he can truly say with the great 
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apostle, “I have fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, I have kept the faith.’ 


“What a glorious record! What a sublime an- 
nouncement; Amid all the turbulent and trying 
days, amid all the perplexities and difficulties of 
depressing years, amid all the rushing tides, swirl- 
ing currents and veering winds—I have kept the 
faith.’ He has gloriously lived up to the high ideals 
of the loftiest conceptions of his great office; 
he has constantly squared himself with the high- 
est principles of right in his varied service to the 
Church he loved; he has built this Committee and 
its wide service into the noblest agency of the 
Church. 


“Back in 1907 when the General Assembly con- 
firmed his election by the Committee as Asso- 
cate Secretary, it said, ‘The Executive Com- 
mittee has at last succeeded in securing Rev. 
Homer MeMillan as Associate Secretary of Home 
Missions. He has the gifts, mental and spiritual, 
which give promise of great success. Wherever he 
has presented the cause he has aroused great 
interest and enthusiasm, and pastors uniformly 
testify that his visit has been a great help.’ In 
that year, 1907, the Church gave to Assembly’s 
Home Missions, $45,938.00. In the years that fol- 
lowed Dr. McMillan has been variously Secretary 
of Education, Field Secretary, General Secretary, 
and finally, on the retirement of Dr. Morris, the 
Assembly elected him Executive Secretary in 1930. 


“The full story of his unusual and conspicuous 
service cannot be easily told—it is too voluminous. 
The record of his achievements cannot be readily 
recounted—they are too numerous. The history of 
these years of enlarging the vision of the Church, 
of expanding this enterprise and of building the 
broad base of Home Missions so that it could be 
firmly rooted in the life of the denomination has 
been the work and dream of this man. To that 


task he gave himself without counting the cost to 
himself. 


“In the depression years when the Committee 
lost fifty percent of its income and incurred a de- 
pressing debt, he cheerfully did the work of four 
men and insisted on his own salary being reduced. 
When Dr. Morris left the Committee, Dr. Mc- 
Millan carried on his own work and that of Dr. 
Morris. Later, when Dr. Brown of the Negro Work 
died, that work was added to the already heavy 
burden he was carrying, and still later when Dr. 
Tadlock died, the mountain work was added as a 
service expected of the Executive Secretary. The 
marvel of it is that he was able to cheerfully carry 
on the various services formerly rendered by four 
men, and all that on a reduced salary. Surely this 
Committee must realize the tremendous and exact- 
ing labors of this man of God, his self-sacrifice, 
his constant and unremitting toil, his faithful 
giving of himself to the cause the Church had 
placed upon his shoulders and in his heart. How 
well he has wrought and how gloriously he has 


achieved, is now a part of the history of the 
Church. 


“The Assembly’s Home Mission Council, one of 
the greatest administrative advancements in Home 
Missions, by which the total denominational Home 
Mission task is measured each year, was his dream. 
The unification of the various and competing 
agencies in the field of Home Missions he sought 
to achieve. He was the architect and leader of 


the Conference of Home Mission leaders which 
meets annually at Montreat. 


“He has seen the gifts to this cause increase 
to considerably over a half million dollars. It has 
been the work of a dreamer, but a dreamer who 
was not content with dreaming, but who wrought 
his dream into a reality. His has been the eye of a 
church statesman, and over the nation and in 
the councils of church leaders, his vision and 
wisdom have been sought and followed. 


“And now the name that has been synonymous 
with Home Missions in our Church for over forty 
years, the man who has served so well his fellow- 
men and his Church, the faithful servant of God, 
has earned his rest. He has kept the faith; he has 
been true to the trust imposed in him; he has been 
loyal to his Committee; he has fought for its rights, 
Surely there can be no greater satisfaction, no 
higher reward than this recognition of life well 
lived and work nobly done. 


“Therefore, in recognition of Dr. Homer Mc- 
Millan’s long and notable career with this Com- 
mittee, we recommend that he be elected Secre- 
tary Emeritus, and that the value and splendid 
worth of his name be retained by the Committee 
by carrying it in the Annual Reports to the As- 
sembly, in the Presbyterian Survey and in the 
Prayer Calendar. 


“We further recommend that he be invited to 


attend any of the meetings of the Committee when 
he so desires. 


“And finally that the Committee stand in grate- 
ful recognition of the long years of faithful 
service rendered our cause by Dr. McMillan, as 
the Chairman of the Committee gives thanks to 


God for this man and prays for him peace and 
blessing.” 





Longview First Church Celebrates 
Its Diamond Jubilee 


November 14 through 17 marked the four-day 
celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Longview, Tex. 
The outstanding program for these days included 
Dr. David L. Stitt, President of the Austin Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex., who 
preached at the 11:00 worship service on Sunday 
morning on the subject, “The Time Is Now.” For 
the ‘evening service he directed his message, “The 
Little Foxes,” to the young people. Mr. Hampton 
Bowman, a Junior at the Seminary, was guest 
speaker at the young people’s 6:30 Vesper Service 
at which time the young people of Paris Presby- 


tery were guests of the Longview Presbyterian 
Youth Fellowship. 


A special feature of the Sunday morning pro- 
gram was the presentation to Dr. Stitt by the 
Rev. Thomas H. Talbot, Pastor, of the Junius J. 
and Ada V. Flewellen Trust Fund for the Austin 
Presbyterian Seminary. The fund is to be used 
as a scholarship for some student desiring to 
attend the Seminary in preparation for the Gospel 
ministry. The fund was given by E. T. Flewellen 
of Longview, a deacon in the church, in loving 
memory of his parents. The 11:00 service was 
vroadecast over Station KLTI (A M & F M). 


On Monday evening, November 15th, the Men 
of the Chureh were hosts for a dinner in the 





Fel 
Pre 
the 
ing 
me 


eld 


tiv 


pre 
de 
fiv 


aw - ot het FR AS 





49 fF Jan. 1, 1949 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Page 19 


_—ooooaoaoaamnyo=S=S=S=S===s=saaeaeaeaeEeq—rr ee 








ich 


Se 
las 


ht 
fa 


nd 


US 
tty 


od, 
1as 
en 
its, 


ell 


Lc- 
m- 
re- 
did 
tee 


As- 
the 


to 
1en 


ite- 
ful 
as 


and 


pro- 


stin 
ised 

to 
spel 
len 
ving 
was 


Men 
the 





Fellowship Hall honoring Mr. Wm. G. Vollmer, 
President of the T & P Railroad Company and 
the company officials accompanying him. Follow- 
ing the dinner a service open to the general public 
was held in the sanctuary at which time Mr. Voll- 
mer was guest speaker. Mr. Curtis Morris, an 
elder in the church, presented him, as representa- 
tive for the company, a scroll of appreciation in 
memory of the deed given to the church for the 
property on which the church now stands. This 
deed was given by the T & P Company seventy- 
five years ago. 


Tuesday evening’s service featured Dr. W. B. 
Guerrant, President of Austin College and Mode- 
rator of the Synod of Texas, as speaker for the 
occasion. His subject was ‘“Presbyterianism in 
Texas.” Following this an informal reception was 
given in the Church Parlors by Rev. and Mrs. 
Talbot. 


The Diamond Jubilee celebration closed Wednes- 
day evening, November 17, with the presentation 
of the pageant, “Cavalcade of Presbyterianism in 
Longview.” This pageant was written by Miss Re- 
becca Cameron, a former historian of the church, 
for this occasion especially. It contained seven 
scenes and a prologue, showing the life of the 
church from 1873 to 1948, and had a cast of 
approximately thirty-five people. 


’ 

An added touch to the entire Jubilee celebra- 
tion was the installation by Schulmerich Elec- 
tronics of chimes in the church tower which 
played out all over the city. These were played 
three times daily ... 8:00 A.M., to 12:00 Noon, 
and 5:00 o’clock in the afternoon. 


A sixteen page supplement about the church 
and its anniversary celebration came out in 
Sunday’s paper on November 14. The church also 
published a brochure containing its history, pic- 
tures of its officers, minister, accounts of present 
work being done by various groups in the church, 
and other items of interest. 


During the Jubilee many greetings and con- 
gratulatory messages from other churches in the 
city and from friends in other places came also. 
There were gifts of beautiful flowers for the 
church throughout the entire celebration. 


The Rev. Thomas H. Talbot is minister of the 
Longview Church, having accepted its pastorate 
in March of 1946. He is a graduate of Austin 
College at Sherman, Tex., and Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary at Austin, Tex. He has 
served pastorates in Luling, Tex., and at the East 
Dallas Presbyterian Church in Dallas. Prior to his 
coming to Longview he was a Chaplain in the 
United States Army. Mrs. Talbot is the former 
Miss Catherine Douglas Felkel of Anderson, S. C. 
Rev. and Mrs. Talbot have two children, Cappy 
(age four) and Tommy Jr. (age one). The Tal- 
bots are greatly loved, not only by the church but 
also by the people of Longview. 


Other present staff members are Mrs. Wm. J. 
Houliston, Church Secretary; Miss Nell McCall, 
Director of Religious Education; Miss Verta Eck- 
man, Organist; Mrs. J. F. Collier, Choir Director. 
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IN THE SHADOW OF 
THE CROSS 


The Lenten Season is a time when all Chris- 
tendom begins to look seriously toward the 
greatest of holy days ... Easter. Christians 
again become conscious of the fact that they 
are living in the shadow of the cross. 


The Lenten Season is a time when millions of 
people give at least a few minutes each day 
to meditation. Bible reading and prayer. The 
Upper Room will help you then, as it helps 
people by the hundreds of thousands the 
world over. Join in this great fellowship! 


In The Upper Room are suggested Bible pas- 
sages particularly helpful for day-to-day liv- 
ing ... meditations from the minds and 
hearts of great Christians of our day ... brief 
prayers that will help you express the prayers 
of your own heart. 


Published bi-monthly. Individual subscrip- 
tions, two years to one address or two 
one-year subscriptions, $1.00. Ten or 
more copies of one issue to one address, 
5 cents each. Appropriate envelopes for 
remailing, 10 or more, 1 cent each. 
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Presbytery Of Tuscaloosa 


The Presbytery of Tuscaloosa met in regular 
stated fall meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tuscaloosa, Ala., on October 19th. 
There were 16 ministers present, with two visit- 
ing ministers, and 12 ruling elders with two visit- 
ing elders. 


Two young men were received as candidates for 
the ministry, Messrs. Hardin Davis Yeuell and 
Leonard Cooper Blanton, both of the Tuscaloosa 
Church. This makes six on the roll of candidates 
for the Presbytery. Rev. Joseph Dunglinson, D.D. 
was chosen Moderator. Rev. Geo. F. Johnston was 
received from Pine Bluff Presbytery and the fol- 
lowing commission appointed to install him pastor 
of the Reform Group of churches; Rev. Joseph 
Dunglinson to preside and propound the questions, 
Rev. M. C. McIver, Jr. to preach the sermon, Rev. 
J. M. Partridge to charge the pastor, and Ruling 
Elder W. W. Duncan to charge the congregation. 
Dr. C. E. Williams Chairman, presented the Pro- 
gram of Progress. Rev. F. E. Jordan was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee on Evangelism in 
place of Dr. G. W. Cheek resigned. Ruling Elder 
R. B. Green was elected a member of the Com- 
mission on the Minister and His Work. Presbytery 
will meet in winter session on January 18, 1949 in 
the First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro. 


R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 





Mrs. Harriette Taylor Armstrong 


Mrs. Harriette Taylor Armstrong, widow of Rev. 
David G. Armstrong, of Charleston, S. C., former 
missionary to Brazil of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church, died at her home in Charleston on No- 
vember 12, at the age of seventy-nine years. Fu- 
neral services were held at the First (Scots) Pres- 
byterian Church in Charleston, with the Rev. Dr. 
Edward D. Lilly officiating, and burial was in 
Magnolia Cemetery of that city. 


Mrs. Armstrong, daughter of the late Frank 
E. and Mrs. Clara Scott Wilson Taylor of Williams- 
burg County, South Carolina, was born in Charles- 
ton August 12, 1869. In 1891 she was married 
to Mr. Armstrong of Salem, Va., and shortly after 
their marriage they went to Brazil as our mis- 
sionaries. They settled at Campinas, in the State 
of Sao Paulo, where they worked for a few years 
and then went to Lavras in the state of Minas 
Geraes, where they were instrumental in develop- 
ing the girls’ school and agricultural college. The 
agricultural college is considered one of the most 
important institutions in Brazil. 


After four years or more in this work they re- 
turned to this country because of health. Mr. 
Armstrong died in 1901 and Mrs. Armstrong re- 
turned to Charleston and lived with her parents. 
During that time she was elected one of the early 
presidents of the Charleston Y.W.C.A. 


In 1908 she returned to Brazil to take up the 
work she had left, for which she was well equipped, 
being an expert in the Portuguese language. As a 
result of her efforts the school at Campo Belo 
was greatly improved and developed. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church built a me- 
morial school building known as the Harriette T. 


Armstrong School, situated on the main street of 
the city. 


Mrs. Armstrong returned to Charleston only 
last Christmas, and since then had been living 
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in the family home, and was a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church there. Surviving are 
two brothers, Rev. Dr. James H. Taylor of Charles. 
ton, Herbert T. Taylor of Richmond; and five sis. 
ters, the Misses Alice R., Jeanette W., Ruth W,, 
and Clara W. of Charleston, and Mrs. Tristim T, 
Hyde, Jr., of Richmond. 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
records here its deep appreciation of the out. 
standingly significant and _ unselfish _ service 
rendered to our East Brazil Mission by the life and 
work of Mrs. Armstrong. On her second return 
to Brazil she was a self-supporting member of 
the Mission. Her innate charm and exceptional gifts, 
her sincere friendship with Americans and Bra- 
zilians alike, her unselfish devotion to the work, 
teaching hundreds of Brazil’s children and youth 
have endeared her to all who knew her. Mission- 
aries and Brazilians will always hold loving 
memories of this musician, teacher, counselor and 
friend. She will be greatly missed, but one cannot 
help but rejoice in her joy now complete. 




















































































































Youth For Christ Teams To Go 
To Cuba And Holland 


Two Youth for Christ Gospel teams will leave for 
Cuba and Holland, respectively, in mid-January 
for intensive evangelism effort in those two lands. 


Leaving January 14 from Boston for Cuba will 
be John A. Huffman, director of Boston Youth 
for Christ and regional vice president of the New 
England area, and nine others. Huffman for six 
years has carried on a radio ministry in Cuba and 
has helped to establish Youth for Christ there. The 
group will take with them thousands of tracts in 
the Spanish language. Final windup meeting is 
planned for Saturday, January 29, in Havana's 
radio center. 


Team personnel includes Don Marsh, Enil 
Aanderu, Paul Pretiz, Lois Saunders Bailey, Joan 
Carville, Don Gill, Mary C. MacKenzie, Eugene 
Bearcem, business man, and Mrs. Huffman. All are 
active in Youth for Christ work in New England. 
They will travel in a Cadillac 10-passenger limov- 
sine which has been donated for the trip. 


The Dutch team consists of Don DeVos of Se- 
attle, Wash., and Gene Jordan, of Chicago, Ill. 
DeVos was the song leader and soloist on the first 
Dutch team three years ago and now is director of 
Seattle Youth for Christ. Jordan, Marimbist from 
Chicago, accompanied the second Dutch team and 
was such a success with the Dutch youth that 
they have repeatedly asked him back. 


DeVos and Jordan leave on January 17 and 
will return about March 15. Netherlands Youth for 
Christ has arranged their itinerary in Holland. 




































































































Evangelistic Services At The Kanawha Salines 
Presbyterian Church, Malden, W. Va. 


Our Church is giving thanks to God for the 
great blessings that came to us during the eval- 
gelistic services conducted for us recently by Dr. 
C. L. Nisbet, of Huntington, W. Va. 


The services, which lasted eight days, were well 
attended from the start. The hearts of the people 
were moved by the Spirit-filled preaching of Chris 
tian responsibility to those who were already 
Christians, and of the gospel to those who were 
unconverted. 
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Almost immediately the people began to respond 
to the invitations that were given, and the crowds 
who attended the services grew larger night after 
night. Even on_ the evening when the Freedom 
Train was in Charleston and a great Freedom 
Parade was staged on Kanawha Boulevard only 
ten minutes drive from the church, the people dis- 
regarded the parade and filled the church for an- 
other great gospel service. Our young people 
looked forward eagerly from one service to the 
next and were regularly on hand when service 
time came. 


By the end of the week more than eighty peo- 
ple, young people and adults, had come forward, 
accepting Christ as their Savior, or making re- 
newed consecration of their lives to Christ. 


The preaching in these services was quiet and 
devotional, while at the same time it was powerful 
and persuasive. We believe that Dr. Nisbet is gifted 
above many in evangelistic preaching, and we 
rejoice in the blessings that are coming to so many 
of our churches over the Assembly through his full 
time ministry in this field. 


Curry W. Davis, Pastor, 
Malden, W. Va. 





Pine Bluff, Ark. 


At the invitation of the Pine Bluff (Ark.) First 
Presbyterian Church, Dr. David L. Stitt, president 
of the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
conducted a five-day preaching mission in Pine 
Bluff from Sunday, Dec. 5, to Friday, Dec. 10. 


Dr. Louis McColgan is pastor of the Pine Bluff 
Church. 


Two services daily were conducted by Dr. Stitt, 
Bible teaching in the mornings and preaching at 
night. 


On Tuesday, Dec. 7, Dr. Stitt spoke to the Pine 
oe Rotary Club on the subject, “The Outer 
ircle.”’ 





BETHEL PRESBYTERY 


Bethel Presbytery met at Waxhaw Church, near 
Lancaster, S. C., on Oct. 12, 1948. 21 ministers 
and 33 elders were present. Rev. H. D. Brown, Jr., 
was elected Moderator. Prayer was offered for 
Rev. J. C. Bridges and Rev. J. T. Dendy, D.D., who 
were sick. The minimum salary for a married man 
serving as pastor was set at $2,700.00 and a manse. 
Four fields are without pastor. One is the new 
field at West Lancaster which is ready for its 
rst pastor. Order was taken to install Rev. J. S. 
Steele at Great Falls on Oct. 24. 


An overture was sent to the General Assembly 
to amend the Book of Church Order, Par. 126, 
Chapter 24, by adding the following words: 


“A call for a pastor’s services shall ordi- 
narily be for an indefinite term, but a church 
may, by agreement with the pastor-elect and 
the consent of Presbytery, call him for a 


ee term which shall be specified in the 
call,” 


The time and place of the January meeting is to 
oe announced later. 


W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultura] influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 





“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 





Los Angeles 13, California.” 
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Robert E. Porterfield 


Rev. Robert E. Porterfield, age 81. died at his 
home in Edinburg. Texas, on November 2, 1948, 
after a lingering illness of some ten years during 
the greater part of which he was confined to a 
wheel chair. Funeral services were conducted in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Edinburg, Tex., 
on November 3, and interment was in the Edin- 
burg Cemetery. 


Mr. Portefield was the oldest member of the 
Presbytery of Western Texas, both in years and 
in length of service, having been a member of 
this Presbytery for forty-one years. 


There are no survivors of close kinship. 


T. H. Pollard. Stated Clerk. 
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“THE Book For Our Time!” 


Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- 
rection of Christ,” and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


$3.00 


Postpaid 
READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.” —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 
masterpiece!”’ —Frank S. Mead, Christian 
Herald. 
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OFFER GooD ONLY UNTIL Fesruary 1, 1949 
WRITE DIRECT TO 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
NORTH CAROLINA 


ATTENTION MINISTERS. 
AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain 
A Copy Of | 


“THEREFORE STAND ” 


By Wilbur M. Smith 
FREE 
Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of a friend of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
Church within the Presbyterian Church, U. S., who 
will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get 
other members of his Session to read it. The sub- 
scription may be either for himself or for some- 
one else. This offer good only to ministers and 
elders under conditions described above. We shall 
be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy 
postpaid. 
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AN ECCLESIASTICAL OCTOPUS 


Ernest Gordon. Fellowship Press, 9 Park Street, 
Boston, Mass. Price: Cloth bound, $2.00. Paper 
bound, $1.25. 


Members of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
who desire to be enlightened regarding the eco- 
nomic, political, social and racial activities and 
objectives of the Federal Council of Churches 
should read this new volume. 


Dr. Gordon exposes the theological delinquency 
of the leaders of the Council and brands them as 
“Modernist wolves in sheep-skins.” A large amount 
of documentary evidence is submitted to support 
the contention that the Federal Council has been 
and is still being dominated by men with shame- 
ful theology. 


Chapter Four on “The Meagerness of the Fed- 
eral Council’s Social Service” will doubtless be a 
surprise to many readers. Dr. Gordon states that 
in this department there have been many con- 
ferences, seminars, discussions, projects and ex- 
plorations but few definite achievements. 


Mr. Seward Hiltner, the head of the department 
on “Religion and Health,’ comes in for a care- 
ful examination. His views are weighed in the 
balances and found wanting. 


He maintains that during the bitter fifteen years 
following Repeal the Federal Council of Churches 
has done nothing. Since the Episcopalians have 
become members of the Council the utterances on 
the liquor traffic have been soft-pedled. Dr. Gor- 


don quotes an officer of the Federal Council who 
said to him, “we cannot advocate prohibition be 
cause of the Episcopalians.” Then Dr. Gordon re 
marks, “these alcho-clericals would never go along 
with a program for the ultimate extinction of the 
liquor traffic.” The Episcopalian president of the 
Federal Council of Churches went to Washington 
to plead for the passage of the Trade Agreement 
Act of 1947 by which the tariff rates on foreign 
imported liquor were to be cut in half. This rep 
resented a loss to revenue of millions according to 
Representative Reed of New York. 


This chapter closes with a quotation from For 
tune for August, 1947, Page. 85. The writer says 
of the Federal Council: “In thirty-nine years It 
has made only one memorable contribution t 
the domestic welfare of the United States and 
that nearly a quarter of a century ago” (referring 
to the Interchurch Steel Strike Report) . . . Since 
then the Council’s well-meaning, ill-informed ap 
proach to domestic, social and economic problems 
has won little confidence . . . To most business 
men the pronouncements of the Federal Council 
on business matters have seemed at best a lot 0 
hooey and at worst, plain communistic.” 


Another discerning chapter is called. ‘Evatt 
gelism without an Evangel.” In the early days the 
Federal Council was commited to evangelistic ef 
fort based on the New Testament. Today Dr. Gor 
don tells us that the program of the Count 
is not for converting sinners but converting the 
world into a more comfortable place for sinnet 
to live in. He notes that occasionally a conserv® 
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tive preacher has been sent out as a life-saver 
to Federal Council reputation. 


According to Dr. Gordon, centralization is the 
big word in the Federal Council. He informs his 
readers that this type of centralization, promoted 
especially by Dr. Samuel Cavert, ultimately leads 
to “The Super-Church.” Monopolistic tendencies 
are observed in the Council’s desire to be Protes- 
tantism’s exclusive mouth piece on the radio. 


In conclusion Dr. Gordon affirms: “Whether 
designedly or not, this ‘Social’ current turned the 
attention of the churches from their central task 
to secondary things . . . It is easy to move reso- 
lutions; to move mountains one must have ‘the 
faith of God.’ With the faith of God will come 


the blessings of God on the social as on all other 
efforts.” 


A book of this character is certain to come in 
for severe criticism but we ask our readers to 
be open-minded in relation to the facts presented 
by Dr. Gordon, and then make the decision as to 
the consistency or inconsistency of our church re- 
maining in the Federal Council of Churches. 

—John R. Richardson. 

This book may be ordered from The Southern 

Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 





RESURGENCE OF THE GOSPEL 


T. A. Kantonen. Published by Muhlenberg Press, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $3.00. 


There is a growing appreciation of Luther’s 
_— in the Protestant circles. It is true that a 
€W voices are maintaining that the Protestant 
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Reformation was a mistake as it disturbed the 
visible unity of the church. Such voices are not 
trustworthy and should not be considered as rep- 
resentative of the main current of Portestantism. 


Dr. Kantonen deals largely with the three key 
principles of Luther, namely, justification by 
faith, the authority of the Word of God, and the 
universal priesthood of believers. Resurgence of 
The Gospel is therefore an elucidation of the cen- 
tral ideas of Luther theology. It warns the Protes- 
tant Church of the futility of erecting a powerful 
and well-organized ecclesiastical empire to dupli- 
cate what Roman Catholicism is now doing. As 
Protestants we can successfully rival Roman Catho- 
licism only as we emphasize our distinctive 
Protestant principles. 


The author earnestly insists upon Protestant 


preachers being able to make doctrinal distinc- 
tions. Failure to make such distinctions has fre- 
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REBUILDING 
OUR Ylission Sewice 


_ @ The lights are coming on again in the fields that have been darkened 
by war and despair. 








@ Sorrow and weeping are being turned into joy and laughter. 





I @ New buildings are rising from the ashes of the old, 


























@ Hospitals are resuming their work of mercy. 
@ Schools are once more offering light and leading. 
@ Churches are open again. 
S @ Grateful congregations are lifting their songs of thanksgiving and praise, 
RUINS OF OUR SEMINARY PROPERTY IN JAPAN 
Total Goal for si ae and Expansion . $4,000,000 
Raised to Date. . 1,000,000 
~THE WEEK OF PRAYER AND Sar CAL * JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 6, 1949 
Presbyterian Program of Progress, 803 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Georgia 
quently resulted in a moralistic perversion of the Orders for copies should be accompanied by 
Gospel. He deplores the fact that this failure has check or money order, and must be in my hands 
caused many to virtually abandon to sectarian by January 1, 1949. If late orders are received 
zealots such essential aspects of Christianity as and another printing is made necessary the price 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit and His power to will be increased on such late orders. 
change the hearts of men. Please note that consideration of this Plan was 
While this reviewer does not share all the views postponed for five years and duplicate copies wil 
expressed in this book, he is delighted to commend not be available later. It is necessary, therefore, 
this fresh study of “the theology of the Word” that all copies of the Plan be preserved carefully. 
to our readers. We like its boldness in confronting KE. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 
the modern man with the Christian message and : “ae ; 
calle to a definite commitment to Christ. Foreign Mission Receipts 
—John R. Richardson. 
so lea nmaicaaias April 1 to Nov. 30, 1947 -.cccccscssseee--- $533,065.88 
’ April 1 to Nov. 30, 1948 —200.00000....... 550,120.84 
Plan Of Reunion sian ae 
The 1948 General Assembly directed the Com- I anne annornassenicnnsnanvatnennenapinentosmnenemanaanns $ 17,054. 
mittee on Co-operation and Union to complete , Program Of Progress 3 
and print the revised Plan of Reunion by March Through Nov. 30, 1948 (Net) ............ $183,663.5 
1, 1949. Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, Chairman of the ; 3 “ 
Committee, advises that the revision will be com- Receipts Of Radio Committee 
pleted soon after December 15. Printing can begin As Of Nov. 31, 1948 
shortly thereafter. This Year Last Year Increase 
In accordance with instructions of the General Through As- . 
Assembly (See 1948 Minutes, Page 63), a copy of sembly Treas. $20,980.93 $16,015.15 $ 4,965.78 
the Plan will be mailed free to every minister Direct From 
and to every Clerk of Session. Additional copies Churches... 2,566.94 1,053.80 1,513.14 
can be obtained for the price of 25c per copy. Special Gifts . . 2,374.27 15.00 2,359.21 
This is considerably less than the cost of printing — rage ee 
and mailing. Totals ..... $25,922.14 $17,083.95 $ 8,838.19 
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